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and is all the way on both sides tapestried as it were
with cloth of gold, rich damasks and other silks, which
the shops expose and hang before their houses from the
first floor, and with that variety that for near half the
year spent chiefly .in this city, I hardly remember to
have seen the same piece twice exposed; to this add the
perfumes, apothecaries' shops, and the innumerable cages'
of nightingales which they keep, that entertain you
with their melody from shop to shop, so that shutting
your eyes, you would imagine yourself in the country,
when indeed you are in the middle of the sea. It is
almost as silent as the middle of a field, there being
neither rattling of coaches nor trampling of horses.
This street, paved with brick, and exceedingly clean,
brought us through an arch into the. famous piazza of
St. Mark.

Over this porch stands that admirable clock, celebrated,
next to that of Strasburg, for its many movements;
among which, about twelve and six, which are their
hours of Ave Maria, when all the town are on their knees,
come forth the three Kings led by a star, and passing
by the image of Christ in his Mother's arms, do their
reverence, and enter into the clock by another door.
At the top of this turret, another automaton strikes the
quarters. An honest merchant told me that one day
walking in the piazza, he saw the fellow who kept the
clock struck with this hammer so forcibly, as he was
stooping his head near the bell, to mend something amiss
at the instant of striking, that being stunned, he reeled
over the battlements, and broke his neck. The buildings
in this piazza are all arched, on pillars, paved within
with black and white polished marble, even to the shops,
the rest of the fabric as stately as any in Europe, being
not only marble, but the architecture is of the famous
Sansovini, who lies buried in St. Jacomo, at the end of the
piazza. The battlements of this noble range of buildings,
are railed with stone, and thick-set with excellent statues,
which add a great ornament One of the sides is yet
much more Roman-like than the other which regards the
sea, and where the church is placed. The other range
is plainly Gothic; and so we entered into St. Mark's
Church, before which stand two brass pedestals exqui-
sitely cast and figured, which bear as many tall masts-mischief.o arm 70,000 men, -accurately
